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“Knowledge, Action, Leadership”

WGS Welcomes Second Class of Graduate
Students to PhD Program

Kathleen Barnett

Kathleen received her BA in psychology (minor in
philosophy) from the University of Louisville and
her MEd from the University of Cincinnati. At
UofL, she worked under the guidance of Dr.
Nancy Potter, a feminist philosopher. Working
with Dr. Potter sparked Kathleen's interest in
studying the ways that people of varying sex,
gender, sexuality, race and socioeconomic status
experience health and illness. Her undergraduate
honors thesis was an empirical study comparing
adolescents' scores on the Beck Depression
Inventory and the Bem Sex-Role Inventory. Her
focus area in the doctoral program is Health,
Science and Technology.

Joey Eschrich

Joey earned his B.A. in film and media studies
from Arizona State University in 2008. He has
conducted research on ethics in the entertain-
ment industry, emergent digital content creation
and distribution technologies, and the discursive
functions of fatherhood, violence, and patriotism
in contemporary action films. His focus area in
the doctoral program is Visual and Narrative
Culture. Joey's research interests include the
representations of men and the construction of
masculinity in popular culture texts, especially
mainstream film and popular music.

Elena Frank

Elena earned her undergraduate degree from
New York University with a double-major in
psychology and gender and sexuality stud-

ies, and a minor in Russian and Slavic

studies. She has worked for Playgirl Maga-
zine, and most recently was employed as

a Case Manager at a non-profit organiza-

tion in Sacramento, California where she
worked with low-income single mothers to

help them gain access to subsidized child-
care. For her research she is interested in
gaining an understanding of the social
processes and other influences that con-
tribute in the development of a woman'’s

sexual identity, attitudes, and behavior. Her area
of focus within the PhD program is Health, Sci-
ence, and Technology.

Corie Nixon

Corie earned her BA in women'’s studies and
English at Old Dominion University in Norfolk, VA
in 2007. Following graduation, she embarked on
a study abroad course to Capetown, South
Africa, where she began a poetry project based
on interviews with South African women about
their experiences during apartheid. Her research
interests include language and gender, represen-
tations of women in popular culture, and women
in post-conflict zones. Corie is also passionate
about the mental health field. Prior to coming to
ASU, she worked as a Community Support
Coordinator for adults with developmental dis-
abilities. Corie’s focus area in the doctoral pro-
gram is Visual and Narrative Culture.

Charlie Zhang

Charlie has a B.A in English (Nanjing University
of Aeronautics and Astronautics) and a M.A. in
Communication from Fudan University, China.
His research interests span the gender theories,
masculinity studies, cultural studies, post-
structuralism and “orientalism.” Charlie is also
interested in issues of identity construction and
representation—specifically of “eastern” females
and males in the popular cultures generated and
embodied by magazines, TV and the Internet. His
focus area in the doctoral program is Visual and
Narrative Culture.
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Women and Gender Studies Pioneers Course Redesign with NCAT Grant

Director of Women and Gender Studies, Mary Margaret Fonow, received a $45,000 grant from the National
Center for Academic Transformation to redesign the introductory women and gender studies survey courses
(WST 100 and 300) into a hybrid format. In the hybrid format, the courses are taught both in the classroom and
online modalities. Thus through classroom lectures and online activities such as discussion boards and quiz-
zes, the students can reap the benefits of face to face as well as self paced learning. Michelle McGibbney Vla-
houlis, lecturer in women and gender studies and closely involved with the course redesign, reported that the
pilot hybrid course was taught in spring 2008, and received excellent evaluations from students. Georganne
Scheiner Gillis, associate professor of women and gender studies observed: “Our need to redesign the course
was underscored by our desire to offer more students the chance to understand the issues with more consis-
tency and to be able to offer these courses more efficiently. In addition, we believed that students needed more
personal contact than that allowed in our large 200 person survey classes.” On average, 2400 students enroll
in women and gender studies survey courses every year and it is expected that the online mode of delivery will
facilitate closer learning and interaction among students and generate livelier discussions. In addition, online
learning will offer students flexibility and familiarity with new media technologies.

Rose Weitz helps students realize their dreams and potential

Professor Rose Weitz was identified by the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences as a faculty member who has been
influential and made a difference in a student’s experience at ASU. She will be an honored guest at the college’s
convocation ceremony in May.

Marcella Gemelli nominated for CLAS Teaching Award

Marcella Gemelli has been nominated for the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Teaching Award. This is a stu-
dent-nominated award that recognizes faculty contributions to undergraduate teaching. “I take my teaching very
seriously and sincerely try to make my courses engaging for students.” — Gemelli said upon hearing of her nomina-
tion. “It is wonderful to receive recognition for my teaching through the nomination for this award,” she added.

Alesha Durfee nominated for Centennial Professorship Award

Alesha Durfee has been nominated for the ASU Centennial Professorship Award. The Centennial Professorship
recognizes junior faculty who have made "outstanding" contributions to student learning both in and out of the class-
room. “My nomination for the award was very meaningful to me as | have a strong commitment to teaching and
mentoring both undergraduate and graduate students. As a teacher and mentor, | believe that my responsibilities
are to inspire students to learn more about the world around them, teach them how to critically examine assump-
tions made about people and social phenomena, evaluate arguments, better understand and articulate their own
perspectives, and empower them to use their knowledge and skills to work for social justice and social change.”

Michelle McGibbney Vlahoulis publishes Ms. Magazine Article

Claiming the Cyberspace: Women'’s Studies Goes Online: “In today's wired world, feminism must remain at the
digital forefront in order to keep pace with academic progress and social change,” writes Michelle McGibbney Vla-
houlis, in the latest issue of Ms. Magazine, which contains the 2009 Women'’s Studies Guide. Michelle’s article dis-
cusses how academic feminism needs to embrace the cyberspace as a good medium for reaching out to new learn-
ers. She cites ASU women and gender studies program’s example of offering hybrid courses in introductory
women'’s studies as a perfect case in point. The latest edition of Ms. Magazine features a special sixteen-page sec-
tion on 40 years of women's studies. The package features articles by NWSA President Beverly Guy-Sheftall,
NWSA Executive Director Allison Kimmich, and other leading scholars; a listing of some of the programs and de-
partments across the country (including 15 stand-alone Ph.D. programs), and several quotes by women's studies
graduates.




Scheiner-Gillis

Georganne Scheiner-Gillis receives Susanne Shafer Award
and is nominated for the 2009 Professor of the Year

The Arizona Council for the Social Studies selected Georganne Scheiner-Gillis to receive the 2008 Susanne Shafer
Award, which commemorates the work of an Arizonan who has made long term contributions to women'’s studies in
Arizona. The award recognizes a social science educator who has enabled students to understand the role of
women in society; stimulated professional development in the field of women'’s studies; encouraged educational pro-
grams highlighting women'’s studies in schools and communities; and demonstrated educational excellence and ex-
hibited high degrees of professionalism in the field of women'’s studies.

The ASU Parents Association’s nominations for the 2009 Professor of the Year award named Georganne Scheiner-
Gillis as a nominee. The Association states “Arizona State University professors blur the traditional boundaries of
higher education. They are unafraid to blaze new paths of discovery. In doing so, they expose their students and the
world to dynamic ways of thinking—discoveries that can improve life for us all. They are solving the great challenges
of our time. Nominees and recipients of the Professor of the Year award are known for their significant contributions
to undergraduate education at ASU.”

Ann Hibner Koblitz—Faculty Member Who Makes A Difference

Ann Hibner Koblitz was honored at the December 2008 convocation ceremony as a faculty member “who has been
influential and made a difference in the experience of a student at ASU.”

She was so passionate and knowledgeable about her subject it made
me want what she had.

She was described by her student, Christina Zeman, as “the most influential teacher | ever had. She was so pas-
sionate and knowledgeable about her subject it made me want what she had. Every day after class | would leave
thinking about how | could do my part in the world and it led me to join Greenpeace. | am one person, but Ann
made me believe that it only takes one person to make a difference and for that | am ever so grateful.”

Karen Leong Named to Editorial Board

Karen J. Leong was named to the editorial board for the Journal of American History, the leading scholarly
publication and the journal of record in the field of American history. Published quarterly in March, June, Sep-
tember, and December, the Journal continues its nine-decade-long career presenting original articles on Ameri-
can history. Each volume of the Journal features a variety of pieces that deal with every aspect of American
history, including state-of-the-field essays, broadly inclusive book reviews, and reviews of films, museum exhi-
bitions, and Web sites.

Yasmina Katsulis Receives Summer Grant from AAUW

Yasmina Katsulis will receive a AAUW Summer/Short-Term Research Publication Grant for summer 2009. The
AAUW Educational Foundation - the world's largest source of funding exclusively for graduate women - supports
aspiring scholars around the globe, teachers and activists in local communities, women at critical stages of their
careers, and those pursuing professions where women are underrepresented. The grant funds women college
and university faculty and independent researchers to prepare research for publication. Katsulis will be using the
grant to support time spent writing up the preliminary results of a pilot project involving life history narratives with
former foster youth. This kind of grant is relatively unique in that it provides financial support leading to publica-
tion rather than for the data collection itself.

Sally Kitch receives 2009 Faculty Award for Excellence in Scholarly
Achievement

Sally Kitch, “a distinguished scholar, dedicated teacher, and gifted leader” received the 2009 Faculty Achieve-
ment Award for Excellence in Scholarly Achievement. Kitch received this award for "Defining Edge: Research/
Creative Activities." The award is presented by ASU's Office of the Executive Vice President and Provost.
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WES Student Vews

Emmalyn Corman wins
Jenny Norton Award

Undergrad wins Dean’s Circle
Scholarship

Women and gender studies senior, Emmalyn
Corman, won thei2008-2009 Jenny Norton
Scholarship Award. This award is made to a
women and gender studies undergraduate

who displays potential for researching the
challenges and issues faced by LGBT com-
munities in the larger society.

Ephriam Ross was selected as the 2008-09 Dean’s Circle Scholar
from Women and Gender Studies. The College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences annually awards Dean’s Circle Scholarships to the col-
lege’s best and brightest undergraduate students. Dean’s Circle
Scholarships carry a stipend of $1,000 and are made possible
through the generosity of alumni, faculty staff and friends of ASU.
Congratulations to this WGS scholar!

“l was surprised and excited when | found
out that I'd received the Jenny Norton
Grant - the luncheon that was held for the grant was a lot of

...awarded to the college’s fun and very interesting. | enjoyed hearing the points of view of the
best and brightest other women (the two Justice Studies majors and the heads of our
undergraduate students departments). | told Jenny Norton about my goal of getting a Mas-

ter's in Public Health with a focus on women and gender issues,

——————————————————————————— and she was very encouraging.” Corman said. Her research inter-
ests include experiences of women and sexual minorities in inter-
face with health and government services.

WGS Graduate Students Present Papers at the Tucson chapter of
Sociologists for Women in Society Conference

Four graduate students from the women and gender studies program presented their research at the Tucson chapter of Sociologists for
Women in Society Conference, held in the University of Arizona on April 3-4, 2009. Tiffany Lamoreaux and Debjani Chakravarty, second year
PhD students presented papers titled “The Paradox of the Male Spectacle” and “Herethics? Scopophilia? Disidentification? Construction of
Deconstruction in Art” respectively. Charlie Yi Zhang , first year PhD student presented a paper titled “Deciphering Liu Xiang—the Chinese
National Hero and Air Asia”. Joseph Eschrich, another first year PhD student presented his paper “I am holding you under my skin: Gender-
Crossing, Sexual Transgression, and Impossible Bodies in Neutral Milk Hotel's ‘In The Aeroplane Over The Sea.” These papers were broadly
in the realm of visual and narrative culture, in keeping with the conference’s theme, “Bringing the Body Back: Towards and Corporeal Social
Science.”

“I was thrilled when my paper got accepted,” said Tiffany Lamoreaux, student presenter. “It was a challenging as well as reassuring moment.
The actual presentation along with the question and answer session was a great learning experience.”

Tiffany Lamoreaux
Presents her paper

Debjani Chakravarty
Presents her paper

Conference participants with
Graduate Director Rose Weitz
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UFlich 27, 2009

A class project
planned and
presented by the
students of WST 375
Women & Social
Change, Spring
Semester 2009

Undergrads Build Leadership Skills

On March 27, 2009, WGS students convened for the annual
student leadership conference with inspiring and practical
workshops geared toward either entering graduate school or
the professional field. The conference is planned and pre-
sented each spring semester by the students of WST 375,
Women & Social Change, as a class project led by instructor
Michelle McGibbney Viahoulis.

Keynote speaker Amy J. Hyatt, Diplomat In Residence at
ASU, described the joys and challenges of her 23-year career
as a Foreign Service Officer with the U.S. Department of
State. She served in Washington and at six embassies over-
seas.

Amy J. Hyatt

Hyatt's most recent assignment was Deputy Chief of Mission

and Charge at the U.S Embassy in Helsinki, Finland. She also served in
Korea, Thailand, the Philippines, Norway and the Czech Republic. While in
Washington, D.C., she served as Political Analyst handling North Korea for
the Bureau of Intelligence and Research and as Post management Officer
for Several East Asian posts. Prior to entering the Foreign Service, Hyatt
was a litigation attorney in San Francisco. She has a JD from Stanford, an
MSS from the National Defense University, National War College, and a BA

from SUNY Binghamton.

Gloria Feldt Offers Course on ‘Women, Power,
and Leadership’

Feminist Author and Activist Gloria Feldt offered a course in Women’s Studies titled ‘Women, Power,
and Leadership’ in spring of 2009. This course explored the status, causes, and cures of women's
complex relationship with power. In addition to reviewing seminal readings Feldt invited guest speak-
ers such as Linda Hirshman (author of Get to Work) to interact with students. The class also heard
and interacted with a panel of speakers consisting of local women leaders and politicians (Kendra
Tollackson, Dana Kennedy and Kyrsten Sinema) who talked about their experiences and provided
practical advice to students on getting more involved with processes of governance and democracy.

Feldt, former CEO of Planned Parenthood, is a best selling author and speaker on women'’s rights.
Her writings have appeared in The New York Times, USA Today, Democracy, ELLE, Lilith, and MS
magazines, and her commentaries in television, radio and various online spaces. Teaching this class
was a great experience for her. “| have always thought of myself as a teacher, for teaching Head Start
was my first career,” says Feldt, “My students at ASU were terrific—earnestly engaged in the subject
of women, power, and leadership. | appreciated the enthusiastic way they participated in all the class-
room discussions. | felt honored to have had the opportunity to transmit some essential feminist knowl-
edge, to encourage these students to embrace their own "power to", which we distinguished from the
"power over", and use their leadership potential to the fullest.”

Students shared her enthusiasm and vision as well. Christina Harrison, who took the class said:
“Gloria brought to light many of the power issues women today are facing and hoped to inspire
younger women to take leadership roles by introducing them to local women in leadership positions. |
enjoyed the class very much and would encourage other students to take it.”

Gloria Feldt



WGS Welcomes Wilma Mankiller,
Former Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation

The Women and Gender Studies Program hosted a reception for Wilma Mankiller on October 2, 2008
in celebration of Ms. Mankiller's presentation of the Simon Ortiz and Labriola Center lecture on Indige-
nous Land held on October 2, 2008 at the Heard Museum in Phoenix. A podcast of the lecture is
available at http://lib.asu.edu/librarychannel/2008/10/20/ep84 wilmamankiller/

Wilma Mankiller's work as principal chief, consultant and speaker on Native issues is acknowledged
by numerous awards, including the Presidential Medal of Freedom, one of the two highest civilian
awards in the United States. She has also been recognized as American Indian Woman of the Year,
received the Indian Health Service Award and entered into the National Women'’s Hall of Fame. She
co-edited A Reader’'s Companion to the History of Women in the U.S., published by Houghton-Mifflin,
co-authored, Mankiller: A Chief and Her People, published by St. Martin’s Press, and her newest book,
Every Day is a Good Day was published by Fulcrum Press in the fall of 2004.

Wilma Mankiller

Wilma Mankiller with faculty

Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak Speaks on
“Living with the Humanities”

Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, University Professor and the director of the Institute for
Comparative Literature and Society at Columbia University was The Institute for
Humanities Research’s 2009 Distinguished Lecturer. On Thursday January 29,
2009, Spivak discussed the importance of humanities in training the imagination.
“Humanities educate people in the habits of democracy,” she said, “humanities de-
velop democratic intuitions and establish a creative continuum in an existentially
impoverished world.” i
Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak
With anecdotes and lively examples drawn from the contemporary world, Spivak with Graduate Student
explained how the citizen, who is increasingly becoming a subject of the market, must be

taught the practice of freedom. National liberation does not produce a democratic and just society, people need to engage with democ-
racy and constantly educate themselves, to embrace a future that is not merely computed in the short term. “There needs to be a long
term epistemic change in the polity”, she added. The lecture was followed by a book signing event where Prof.Spivak interacted with
members of the audience.

The women and gender studies program organized a pre-lecture discussion on January 26, 2009 to engage students with Spivak’s femi-
nist writings. Sally Kitch, professor of Women and Gender Studies and director of The Institute for Humanities Research, and Eddie
Mallot, assistant professor of English, led the discussion.

Spivak’s research and scholarship embrace feminism, subaltern studies, Marxism, deconstruction and globalization. In her recent works,
the “double bind” between humanities education and globalization has been a persistent theme.



Gloria Feldt (3rd from L) and guest Linda
Hirshman (4th from L) with students

Beverly Guy-
Sheftall, (2nd from
L) President of
NWSA Visits ASU
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Katsulis

health, and other broad social effects. Based on eighteen months of intensive fieldwork and nearly 400
interviews with sex workers, customers, city officials, police, local health providers, and advocates, Sex
Work and the City describes the arenas of power and the potential for disenfranchisement created by
municipal laws designed to regulate the trade. Providing a detailed analysis of this subculture's signifi-
cance within Tijuana and its implications for debates over legalization of "vice" elsewhere in the world,
Katsulis draws on powerful narratives as workers describe the risks of their world, ranging from HIV/AIDS
and rape (by police or customers) to depression, work-related stress, drug and alcohol addiction, and
social stigma. Insightful and compelling, Sex Work and the City captures the lives (and deaths) of a popu-
lation whose industry has broad implications for contemporary society at large.

Mary Wollstonecraft,
(c. 1797) by John Opine

Yasmina Katsulis, assistant professor of women and gender studies published her new book, “Sex Work
and the City: The Social Geography of Health and Safety in Tijuana, Mexico” in 2009. The book seeks to answer
the following questions: How and why do sex workers migrate to Tijuana to work? Why do they choose the kind
of work they do? How does gender shape the kinds of work experiences that sex workers are exposed to, and
how do sex workers use gender to negotiate with their clients? Since sex workers can work legally in Tijuana,
why don't more of them register to work legally? What happens when sex workers work illegally? What accounts
for the range of differences in working conditions and health and safety outcomes among sex workers?

Contextualizing her research within the realm of occupational risk, Yasmina Katsulis examines the experiences
of a diverse range of sex workers in the region and explores the implications of
prostitution, particularly regarding the spheres of class hierarchies, public

About “Vindication”

Mary Wollstonecraft (1759-1797) wrote A Vindica- universal education and the right for women to work

tion of the Rights of Woman in 1792 in response to
Thomas Paine’s The Rights of Man. Her book was
an instant best seller and became part of the foun-
dation of modern feminism. In Vindication, Mary
stated that “domestic tyranny” prevented women
from obtaining equal rights. She believed femininity
was constructed, that women were born equal to
men but taught to be subordinate. She called for

in all trades. She pushed for female political repre-
sentation so women would no longer be governed
by men.

(News write-ups and photo credits: Debjani
Chakravarty, Women and Gender Studies Ph.D.
Student. Layout and editing: Jane Little, Women
and Gender Studies Coordinator Senior)
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